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Book Reviews 589 

Social Work in Hospitals. By Ida M. Cannon, R.N., Head Nurse, 
Social Service Department, Massachusetts General Hospital. Price 
$1.50. Survey Associates, Inc., Publishers for the Russell Sage 
Foundation, 105 East 22d Street, New York. 

It is not given to every one to combine such gifts of searching and 
far reaching observation, and such accurate deduction of cause and 
effect as Miss Cannon reveals in her Social Work in Hospitals. Of 
recent or comparatively recent origin, since the initial social service 
department was organized at the Massachusetts General Hospital in 
1905, the work has been under close observation by the writer during 
the entire time of its existence and although she calls it a "preliminary 
survey of its present status," we venture to predict that this book will 
not be called upon to give place to any more comprehensive und author- 
itative work for some time to come. It is the more remarkable that 
with the evidence before us of so much practical work, Miss Cannon 
has found time for the preparation of one of the most readable books 
possible. When it has completed its mission as "a contribution to 
progressive medicine" which is the sub-title it carries, there will be 
found that it has a large number of readers among the laity, who are 
glad to find that the usually arid pages of statistics and schedules of 
cases, can be read with an interest that carries the reader through the 
entire volume. 

Chapters X, XI, and XII on "Organization," "Workers," and "The 
Future of Hospital Social Service," respectively, will be found to be 
most helpful where hospital social service is not yet established or 
where it is being introduced as an experiment. There are no hard and 
fast rules laid down; if the author insists upon any one thing, it is that 
if the work be undertaken at all, it must be with the right spirit. The 
book is not intended to be a text-book, rather is it "an interpretation 
of what the movement means to some of those most closely in touch 
with it. This is no time for dogmatic statements. The essential thing 
for any new movement is that its leaders, while firm in the conviction 
that a fundamental truth is being carried forward, should still be open- 
minded and plastic enough to fit it gradually into its place of greatest 
usefulness." 



